This is a new edition of a familiar text in pharmacology and it is a definite improvement in both substance and layout on previous editions As before, it contains most of the breadth of pharmacology necessary for trainees and is also useful as a text when faced with a specific problem. There are however a number of changes in it which further serve to enhance its appeal.
The first major obvious change is the title which did not include "Intensive Care" in previous editions, and there is a noticeable increase in depth in those chapters which relate to drugs mainly used in intensive care units, from which an increasing number of patients come for anaesthesia.
There are 20 chapters in total and the first is a comprehensive yet readable treatise on General Pharmacology. The following 19 chapters each describe a group of drugs but the format of these chapters has been substantially altered and improved. At the beginning of each chapter there is now a part containing basic science and pharmacology of that drug group followed by monographs of the individual drugs. I found this a refreshing change and it may well make the book more popular with trainees as they can more easily approach different classes of drugs as a whole.
Another change is the move to using Recommended International Non-proprietary Names under which a large number of familiar anaesthetic drugs have been renamed, largely using the U.S.A. name.
I would definitely recommend this book to trainees sitting either examination and it is also a "must have" in department libraries. Consultants would also find the general sections at the beginning of each chapter useful revision. The only downside is the slant towards British practice, but this arises commonly with books written overseas.
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